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Atlatl 

An atlatl functions as a lever 
to propel a dart or spear. 

Atlatls were used by humans 
as early as 20,000 years ago 

Trowel 

A hand tool used by 
archaeologists to 

excavate 

Alamo 

This historic site began as a Spanish 
mission and was later used by various 

armies. The Alamo is one of five 
Spanish missions in San Antonio 

designated a UNESCO World Heritage 
Si   

Artifact 

Material objects 
made or modified by 

people 

Battle 

The Battle of the Alamo 
in 1836 was a defining 

event of the Texas 
Revolution 

Mission 

Churches with living quarters 
and workshops built by Spanish 

Catholic missionaries  

 

 

Lithic 

Lithic is the 
archaeological term 

for a stone tool 

 

 Soil 

The mixture of minerals, 
organic material, air, and 

water that covers the 
Earth’s surface 

Church 

The Alamo Church was originally built 
as a place of worship but was never 

fully completed. The Church was used 
in various ways after secularization in 

  

Archaeology 

The study of 
past human 
populations 

using material 
culture 

Compass 

A navigation 
tool that 
provides 
di ti  

Dart 

A stone point attached to a 
wooden shaft that was 

used in hunting 

Sifting Screen 

A screen with tiny holes that 
soil is sifted through to reveal 

potential artifacts.  

Survey 

A type of archaeological 
investigation that includes 

walking through an area and 
looking for signs of artifacts 

or features 

Historic 

An item, person, or event from 
the past. For archaeologists, for 

something to be historic it 
must be at least 50 years old 

Excavation 

A type of archaeological 
investigation that includes 
digging systematically to 

identify potential evidence of 
the past 

Long Barrack 

The Long Barrack was originally built 
as a Convento, used as living space 

and offices of the Spanish 
missionaries. It is the oldest structure 

at the Alamo site 

Musket ball 

Round 
ammunition fired 

  

Stratigraphy 

The different layers of the earth 

Potsherd 

A broken piece of 
 

Ceramic 

Another term for 
clay pottery 
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Artifact 
An object used or 

made by people of the 
  

Battle 
A combat between 

armed forces 

Ceramic 
Pottery made of 

clay 

Compass 
Tool for finding 

directions 

Mission 
Spanish Catholics 

established these religious 
communities in San 

 

Potsherd 
A broken piece 

of pottery  Soil 
Loose surface 
minerals and 

materials that covers 
  

Trowel 
A pointed tool used 
by archaeologists to 

di  

Alamo 
One of five Spanish 

missions in San 
Antonio 
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