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Research into the Press Coverage of Cafeteria and Lunch Counter 
Integration in downtown San Antonio on March 16, 1960 

Report by Kolby Lanham, History Researcher at the Alamo 

On March 16, 1960, six downtown businesses and one chain with 23 locations in San Antonio 
integrated their lunch counters and cafeterias. Press photographers attended and the news 
was reported across the nation. Now, 60 years later, there has been some debate over the 
events documented that day. Historians and community members are in disagreement on 
whether: 

1) There was more than one published photograph of events that day.
2) The photograph referenced by the leaflet of the San Antonio Conservation Society,

originally published in the San Antonio News, was taken inside the Woolworth building.1

3) All lunch counters were integrated on the same day.

The Alamo Trust’s research team set out to answer these questions and determine if anything 
else could be revealed from sources dating to the time.  

A summary of our evidence is provided on pages 1 through 3, with supporting original press 
clippings, photographs, and documents on pages 4 through 26. 

Question 1) Was there more than one published photograph of events that day? 

Alamo Trust researchers conducted archival research online via the microfilm records at the 
San Antonio Public Library and online at Newspapers.com.  Two discoveries were made:  

a) It is true that only one major San Antonio newspaper published a photograph of events
that day, the San Antonio News (Image 1). Two other leading San Antonio newspapers
at that time, the San Antonio Express and San Antonio Light published articles reporting
on the integration on 16-18 March, 1960, but neither published a photograph (Images 2
through 7). The San Antonio Light front page article on March 16 references
photographs on later pages, but these refer to related events, not those in San Antonio.
The San Antonio Register also wrote of the events of March 16 in its March 18 edition.

b) Outside San Antonio, the San Antonio News photograph was not the only one published.
At least two other photographs were published depicting lunch counter integration in San
Antonio on March 16, 1960 (Images 8 and 9). Both were attributed to national news
agencies rather than San Antonio-based publications: Unifax and Associated Press.
Unifax’s photograph appeared across multiple outlets. Alamo Trust researchers
contacted the Associated Press Archive and United Press International (the current
name of Unifax) in an effort to discover the attributions made in these archives.
Unfortunately, Associated Press was not able to find any record of the image originally

1 The Woolworth Building on Alamo Plaza, leaflet published by the San Antonio Conservation Society, 
December 2019. Copy provided in Appendix 1. 
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attributed to its photographers, which is unfortunate as it is strikingly similar to the 
photograph found in the San Antonio News and in the archives at UTSA Libraries 
Special Collections. No response was received from United Press International. 
 

Question 2) Was the photograph referenced by the leaflet of the San Antonio 
Conservation Society, originally published in the San Antonio News,  taken inside the 
Woolworth building? 
 
Research into the S.H. Kress and Company Collection at the National Building Museum2 shows 
that the photograph originally published by the San Antonio News was taken at the Kress store 
basement cafeteria and not inside the Woolworth building. 
 
In addition, all but one of the photographs in the San Antonio Express News archive at UTSA 
Libraries Special Collections was taken from the Kress store. This is proved by comparing the 
San Antonio Express News photographs with images from the Kress store. The Kress cafeteria 
and first floor lunch counter had distinctive fixtures, furniture and artwork which match in both 
images. See images 10 and 11 for example, and see Appendices 2 and 3 for a full set of 
images.  
 
In addition, further research of the UTSA Institute of Texas Cultures Digital Collection produced 
a photograph of the Woolworth lunch counter which does not share any similarities with the 
interior photographs in the UTSA file (Image 12). 
 
The folder of photographs in the San Antonio Express News archive at UTSA Libraries Special 
Collections contains nine images in total and an assignment card. One image in the folder is of 
Woolworth but does not depict integration (Image 13, depicting an African American boy outside 
looking through the glass door of the Woolworth). The assignment card lists “Bill” as the 
photographer, the place name as the “F.W. Woolworth Building” and the photographs labeled as 
“Negros at lunch counter.” The folder is labeled alternatively “Integration: African Americans at 
F.W. Woolworth lunch counter, 1960/03/16”3 and “Racial integration at a lunch counter in 
downtown San Antonio.”4 
 
Question 3) Were all lunch counters integrated that day? 
 
Joske’s did not integrate its lunch counter that day. Over the coming months, numerous 
newspapers ran stories on the protests that followed, including sit-ins and pickets, for example 
as reported in the San Antonio Express and News, on April 24, 1960 (Image 14).  
 
Questions Raised 
 
This research has raised two further questions:  
 

1) Where were the Associated Press and Unifax photographs of lunch counter integration 
in San Antonio taken? 

 
2 https://www.nbm.org/collections/s-h-kress-company/ 
3 https://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/taro/utsa/00306/utsa-00306.html UTSA Libraries Special Collections finding 
aid, accessed on January 23, 2020. 
4 https://digital.utsa.edu/digital/collection/p16018coll13/id/202/rec/3 UTSA Libraries Special Collections 
digitized records, accessed on January 23, 2020. 

https://www.nbm.org/collections/s-h-kress-company/
https://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/taro/utsa/00306/utsa-00306.html
https://digital.utsa.edu/digital/collection/p16018coll13/id/202/rec/3
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Unfortunately, the original source of Image 8 – United Press International – has not 
responded to the Alamo Trust’s inquiries. Even when the picture is lightened, it is hard to 
definitively say where it was taken. It does appear as if trash cans of the same design 
appear in this photograph as in images of the Kress building first floor lunch counter. 
However, without access to contemporary photographs of all the other lunch counters 
integrated that day, it cannot be proved conclusively. 
 
Associated Press, the original source of Image 9, is not able to find a copy of this 
photograph in their archives. It may have been lost over time. However, using the 
images from the San Antonio Express News archive as a comparison, it is possible to 
state that it was taken inside the Kress store. 

 
2) Can we determine a reason why photographs at UTSA might have been misattributed to 

the Woolworth building? 
While most news of San Antonio’s lunch counter integration was initially published on 
March 16 and 17, some outlets followed this up on with additional coverage on March 
27. One article in particular may suggest a reason why photographs at UTSA had 
become mislabeled. The High Point Enterprise wrote that “The San Antonio Express and 
News sent reporters to one variety store for all-day observation. Only seven Negroes, all 
dressed better than average, ate there” (article copy in Appendix 4). It is possible that 
this “uneventful” location was the originally intended shoot location, the Woolworth, but 
like any good reporter, “Bill” went to a busier shoot location – which was at the Kress. In 
other words, perhaps the folder label wasn’t wrong – the folder location might indicate 
the location of the original shoot assignment of the Woolworth – it just wasn’t the location 
eventually depicted in all but one of the photographs, which was the Kress. We believe 
this is a valid working theory, but there is no definitive proof of it. 
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1: San Antonio News, March 16, 1960. Courtesy of San Antonio Public Library. 
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2: San Antonio Express, March 16, 1960. Courtesy of San Antonio Public Library. 
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3: San Antonio Express, March 16, 1960. Courtesy of San Antonio Public Library. 
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4: San Antonio Express, March 17, 1960. Courtesy of San Antonio Public Library.  
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5: San Antonio Light, March 16, 1960. Courtesy of San Antonio Public Library. 
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6: San Antonio Light, March 16, 1960. Courtesy of San Antonio Public Library. 
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7: San Antonio Light, March 18, 1960. Courtesy of San Antonio Public Library. 
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8: “San Antonio Lunch Counters Integrate,” The Greenville News, Greenville, South Carolina, March 17, 1960, Page 
5. Accessed on January 23, 2020: https://www.newspapers.com/clip/19959226/san_antonio_lunch_counter/ 
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9: “All Quiet at Lunch Counters,” Abilene Reporter News, Abilene, Texas, March 17, 1960. Accessed on January 23, 
2020: https://www.newspapers.com/clip/42862599/abilene_reporternews/ 
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10: Original copy of a photograph of San Antonio lunch counter integration, San Antonio Express News archive, 
Courtesy of UTSA Libraries Special Collections. 
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11: Basement cafeteria of the San Antonio Kress store, Courtesy of National Building Museum. 
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12: Photograph of the Woolworth lunch counter in July 1937, originally published in the San Antonio Light, July 2, 
1937. Courtesy of UTSA Institute of Texan Cultures. 
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13: Original copy of a photograph from the San Antonio Express News archive contained in the same assignment 
folder as others from lunch counter integration on March 16, 1960. Courtesy of UTSA Libraries Special Collections. 
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14: “Negro Sit-Inners, Pickets Appear at Joske's of Texas,” San Antonio Express and News, April 24, 1960. Courtesy 
of Newspapers.com. 
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Appendix 1: The Woolworth Building on Alamo Plaza, leaflet published by the San Antonio Conservation Society, 
December 2019. 
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Appendix 2: Photographs contained in Folder E-0006-017, Integration: African Americans 
at F.W. Woolworth lunch counter, 1960/03/16, UTSA Libraries Special Collections. 
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Appendix 3: Photographs of the San Antonio Kress store lunch counters and cafeteria, 
S.H. Kress and Company Collection at the National Building Museum. 
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Appendix 4: The High Point Enterprise, High Point, North Carolina, 27 March 1960, 
Page 29, accessed on Newspapers.com. January 23, 2020, 
https://www.newspapers.com/clip/4837440/hp03271960p9san_antonio/# accessed 
on January 23, 2020. 
 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/clip/4837440/hp03271960p9san_antonio/

