Straight from the Source

For most of Alamo history, letter writing was the
main means of communication. Letters that survive
are primary sources, or firsthand accounts, that help
piece together historic events and give readers an
idea of the author’s thoughts, feelings, and beliefs.

Heading: Write today’s date and your location.
Example: San Antonio, T.X., Dec 5th, 2023

Salutation: Greet your recipient.
Examples: My beloved Mother, Honored Sir

Letter body: Share your reason for writing. Ideas

include thanking someone for visiting or asking for help.

Valediction: Sign off and say farewell.
Examples: Your Mother, Ever your friend, Respectfully
yours, Yours sincerely

Signature: End with your full name and, if applicable,
your title (e.g. Lt. Col. comdt.)

Postscript: Add any forgotten information.
P.S. Crossing out mistakes was frowned upon, and you
could not erase ink.

The Travis Letter

"To the People of Texas and All Americans in
the World"

With the Mexican Army surrounding the
Alamo and gaining in number, William Barrett
Travis wrote an urgent, passionate call for aid.
Hoping to move reinforcements into action,
Travis vowed to: “Die like a soldier who
never forgets what is due to his own honor
& that of his country - Victory or Death.”

The Crockett Letter

"I am on the eve of starting to the Texas..."

In October 1835, David Crockett wrote to his
brother about leaving for Texas. Interestingly,
he also talked about returning to Tennessee.
Because of this letter, historians know some
of Crockett’s motivations for heading west,
which include a desire to “...explore the
Texes well before [he] returns.”



Letter body

Mﬂ David Crockett was as colorful on paper as he was in person. Add some
j personality to your letter by using one of or more of these expressions.



